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PREFACE,

This edition of the Negratantra is based on the
collation of the following manuscripts.

(a) Belongs to Swami Rishi Kaul Sahib of
Kharayar, Srinagar. Written on new Kashmiri
paper. Generally correct. Consists of 92 leaves,
each side ot the leaf containing 20 lines on an
average of 25 letters each.

(b) Belongs to Pandit Ananda Rajanaka of
Madanyar, Srinagar. More than a century old,
Bound 1 oue volume with other manuscripts. Not*
as correct as manuscript (). Its opening® portion is a
restoration. .

Publication of this Tantra is expected to gsive a
further opportunity to the rcaders of the Scries tor
acquaintance with the  Tantika  iiterature of
Kashmir, ’

Here as usual I have to express my thanks to
Rajanaka Maheshvara of the Research Department
for his valuable help.

« . ’
Srinagar, Kashwuir, 3 MADHUSUDAN KAuL.
7th June, 1026. s






INTRODUCTION.,

" That cldss. of Sanskrit literature, which chiefly
concerns itself with the theological conceptions and
the ritualistic practices of the Shaivaites 1n general,
and whose authorship is enshrouded in eternal
mystery, goes by the name of the Agama. This is
evident from the term itself as it etymologically
denotes something that has come down to us

Agamas-are also known as Tantias. The main
feature that seems to have occasioned, 1n later times,
the distinction betwecn the Tantias and the Agamas
is that in the tormer the element ot Shakti worship
comes into ureater prominence than m the latter.
“The Tantras generally begin without any salutary
stanza and this circumstance helps much to assign a
later date to those Tantras which stait with a
stanza saluting some deity of the Llindu pantheon,
especially Shiva, :

The Netratantra which is olfered for the study of
the public in the following pages has a stanza of
salutation at the very commencement.  ‘Theretore,
the composition as known at present 1s far posterior
to that ot the Svacchandatantra. “Ihe Netratantra
secms to have been written on the analogy ot the
latter. It is a sort of manual elaborately dealing
witlt the mode of initiation relative to Shiva in the
name and forin of Amriteshvara oi Mrityujinnatha.,

The Tuntra is so called because the incantation
peculiar to the deity glorified in the Tantra
occupies uas important a place in the domain ot
incantations as the eves in the human organism.
It is stated in a kind ot my .tic langua,ze on p. 50 of
the printed text,

The body of the book hasasort of prelude
which discusses the philosophy of the eyes of Shiva
in His embodied form. Itis put in the forr. of a
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colloquy, as the wholé Tantra is, between Bhairava
and Bhairavi, the progenitors of the_ human rack,
Bhairavi puts a question to her divine consort as to
how the eyes of the Lord simultaneously perform
contradictory functions of protection and destruction
and how the third eye, generally looked upon as
watery, emitted fire and brought about reduction to

ashes of the love-god.

In respounse to this intelligent query coming from
the sweet lips of His beloved ILord Bhairava

opened His mouth and spoke:

“My real nature is innate, pure, all-pervasive,
and facing all. It is enshrined in the hearts ot all
beings and constitutes the very life-breath of the
whole animal kingdom. It is accessible only
through the realisation of the unity in diversity. It
is the torce of the forces, the power of the powerful
and the vigour of the vigorous. It is firm, fixed
and eternal. It is as inseparably umted with Me as
heat is with fire or light with the sun. It expresses
itself in the triune form of will, wisdom and work.
It is only because of this triple mamfestation ol
my real nature that the votaries adore Me as the
Three-eyed. My eyes symbolise the three
centres of the physical light commonly known as
the sun, the moon and the fire.” As the real nature
alone centralises all powers and as it only shines
eternally through them, the apparent contradiction
between the acts of protection and destruction loses
its force and, therefore, the same eye can favour
or frown.”

The Tantra in question contains twenty—two
adhikaras ( chapters ) of which the first fifteen go to
make the opening volume. They respectively deal

with the following :—
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. EXposition of the unity of the real nature.
Mystic statement of the Amriteshvara mantra.
. Method of offering sacrifices.

. Initiation into the worship of the Deity.

The anointing ceremony.

(zross form of the divine meditation.

Its subtle form.

Its supreme form.

Some forms of the Deity.

0. Attendants of the Deity.

11. Worship according to the Uttaramnaya.

12. The same according to the Kulamnaya.

13. Openness of the worship to all human beings.
14. Supremacy of the mantra over other mantras.
15. Its protective cilicacy.

The commentary attached to this Tantra is known
as Uddyota. It is ‘written by Rajanaka Kshemaraja,
the famous disciple of Abhinavaguptacharya.

Srinagar, Kashmir, : . .
29th May, 1926, MADHUSUDAN IKAuUL.
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